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The Forensic Examiner Creed

I do affirm that:

I shall investigate for the truth.

I shall report only the truth.

I shall avoid conflicts of advocacies.

I shall conduct myself ethically.

I shall seek to preserve the highest standard of my profession.

As a Forensic Examiner, I shall not have a monetary interest in any outcome of a matter in 
which I am retained. 

I shall share my knowledge and experience with other examiners in a professional manner.

I shall avoid conflicts of interest and will continue my professional development throughout 

my career through continuing education, seminars, and other studies. 

As a Forensic Examiner, I will express my expert opinion based only upon my knowledge, 
skill, education, training, and experience. 

The light of knowledge shall guide me to the truth and with justice the truth shall prevail. 

To all these things, I affirm to uphold.
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Preface

The American College of Forensic Examiners International provides a unique framework 
that coordinates diverse portfolios in the fields of forensics, psychotherapy, integrative medi-
cine, behavioral sciences, and homeland security, offering professionals and practitioners the 
tools they need to advance their careers. 
	 ACFEI’s founder and publisher Dr. Robert O’Block has established a new benchmark 
for ACFEI to enrich its efforts in a way that better responds to the needs of our vast network 
of professionals and practitioners. This renewed focus establishes and revises curriculum and 
credentialing programs to complement our customers’ and communities’ needs.
	 As we rapidly approach our twentieth year of service, we have evaluated our past with a 
look towards our future. Our efforts as a company have been measured through continued 
growth, professional development, and outreach that produced our revised company vision 
that reads: 
 
Vision:
The premier institution for education, instruction, and outreach in national and inter-
national affairs through a network of dedicated, highly trained, and diverse practitioners 
promoting the highest level of standards and professionalism.

Our evolving efforts will ensure that both the government and private sector representatives 
have access to the resources and the tools at our disposal, which support continued growth, 
knowledge management, and professional standards. 
	 These concepts represent the pillars of our corporate resume and Vision & Mission state-
ments. Our association programs are carried out in practice by an integrated network of subject 
matter experts (SME’s) from federal, state, local government agencies, and private sector enti-
ties — all operating together within a largely voluntary network. Framing these partnerships 



within our corporate resume has been a major accomplishment to date and has facilitated 
closer cooperation and a trusted relationship throughout our association’s membership. 
	 Integrating multi-talented subject matter experts, their capabilities, and resources in a uni-
fied but flexible approach to advance professional development and standards is our path to 
successfully enhancing our efforts to protect our nation and its resources.

Through the implementation of our revised Vision & Mission statements, we are committed to:
• Supporting the advancement of science and carrying out assigned functional responsibilities 

to ensure professional development and standards are adhered to; 
• Cooperating with SME’s to provide effective oversight of program and curriculum development; 
• Making maximum use of existing authorities, organizations, resources, systems, and programs;
• Forming strategic alliances with key federal, state, local and private and voluntary entities to 

take advantage of all existing resources; and 
• Continuing to develop and refine professional development, standards, credentialing, and 

training activities to maintain necessary operational capabilities.

Looking forward, ACFEI is a dynamic and flexible company that will change and mature with 
America’s needs. For our vision and mission to be effective, it must be challenged, tested, and 
retested through real world needs and operational experiences. Our associations must reflect 
the knowledge gained from our member’s experiences, as well as lessons learned as we grow and 
mature. Accepting change will ultimately provide us a tool to ensure the academic fulfillment 
of each association is met, that complements our members needs and employees expertise, 
while supporting the fundamental vision of…promoting the highest level of standards and 
professionalism.

John H. Bridges, III
President and CEO, ACFEI 
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At perhaps no other time in history has the American public craved more information about 
forensics than today. Forensic science is everywhere, and popular culture continues to promote 
it through television shows such as CSI, CSI: New York, CSI: Miami, Criminal Minds, Bones, 
Law and Order, and many others.
	 What is it about forensics that captures our imagination and makes us so eager to learn 
the highly technical methods and terms that behavioral scientists, chemists, physicists, 
biologists, mathematicians, logicians, and many others employ to unravel mysteries and 
solve crimes?
	 Everyone loves a good mystery. Crime stories feature high-stakes battles between good and 
evil, often as lives hang in the balance. Stories of crime and murder, and the heroic efforts by 
law enforcement officers to protect the innocent and bring the guilty to justice, have always 
captured our imaginations.
	 Recent scientific advancements have only fanned the fire of our fascination with foren-
sics. Not even the great Sherlock Holmes had the power to detect or recognize the murderer’s 
DNA patterns in the crime scene’s trace evidence. Television dramas such as CSI take in-
spiration from the latest scientific breakthroughs in forensic technology and add a generous 
dose of Hollywood special effects, magic, exaggeration, and poetic license.
	 The end result often bears little resemblance to an actual crime scene investigation, 
and probably provides even less insight into the work of real forensic scientists. Forensic 
science encompasses far more than the high-tech Hollywood-style crime solving. 
	 A vast array of practitioners and professionals make up the forensic field: forensic patholo-
gists, forensic psychologists, forensic document analysts, computer forensics experts, forensic 
accountants, forensic engineers, and many more. But this barely scratches the surface, as there 
are many more areas of specialties within the forensic field. The American public is often un-
aware of forensic anthropologists, forensic archaeologists, and even forensic philosophers.
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“ACFEI has provided me with the depth and breadth of research-based knowledge and information to sup-
port my teaching and clinical practice. ACFEI has made my career rewarding.”

—Rose Constantino, PhD, JD, RN, FAAN, CFN, FACFEI, DABFE, DABFN

	 The forensic universe is populated by professionals whose interests and research greatly 
varies. Each expert can offer a different piece of the puzzle, ranging from mundane cases (Who 
really signed the check?) to the extraordinary (Why did the Twin Towers of the World Trade 
Center collapse?).
	 As forensics grew and the specialty fields multiplied in the final decades of the 20th century, 
a need for a place arose where professionals could come together to find support, contribute and 
distribute information and research, and promote their own field specialties within forensics. 
	 In the early 1990s, the American College of Forensic Examiners Institute (ACFEI) an-
swered this calling and formed to fill this void.  ACFEI became the first organization to accept 
and welcome all forensic practitioners and professionals, regardless of their field specialty.  The 
ACFEI offered an alternative solution to the traditional forensic associations that only ac-
cepted individual field specialties.  
	 The rapid ascent of the ACFEI to become the world’s largest forensic science asso-
ciation is a classic American story beginning with one man’s vision—a man who worked 
tirelessly to promote his revolutionary idea. It’s a tale that involves many trials and tribula-
tions, but ultimately created a movement that would successfully emerge from under the 
restraints of resistance.  Although it challenged more conventional rules, ACFEI overcame 
many detractors and charted a new course in history.  At the same time that major scientific 
breakthroughs were happening,  ACFEI also broke out; together, they would forever change 
the world of forensic science.
	 Today as forensic science continues to advance, ACFEI continues its mission of support-
ing and uniting practitioners and professionals from all forensic field specialties as it promotes 
education, practices, and research in forensic science.

The Forensic Examiner
The ACFEI serves forensic examiners, but what exactly is a forensic examiner? The common 
misconception is that a forensic examiner is a professional with a medical degree who performs 
investigations of the bodies of the deceased. Medical examiners, or coroners, as portrayed by 
the 1970s television series Quincy, M.E., are a type of forensic examiner. There are, in fact, 
many other kinds of professionals who are forensic examiners. 
	 Anyone who performs examinations, inquiries, or investigations, using any of the 
burgeoning fields of forensic science, can be considered a forensic examiner. The designa-
tion of “expert witness” is at the sole discretion of the judge. As noted earlier, the fields 
of forensics are proliferating as specialists in many areas apply their expertise to solving 
forensic problems.
	 Forensics can best be described as using scientific methods to address issues involving the 
law. Webster’s Online Dictionary defines this sense of the word “forensics” as “the application 
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“I have found that diplomate status in ACFEI has allowed me to keep current with the expanding science of 
forensic dentistry and medicine.”

—Pamela Alberto, DMD

of scientific knowledge to legal problems; especially: scientific analysis of physical evidence (as 
from a crime scene).”
	 According to the Online Etymology Dictionary, the word “forensic”mes from the Latin 
“forensis,” which means “of a forum, place of assembly.” It has often been used in a sense that 
pertains to legal trials.
	 Among the first people recorded in history as using forensic science techniques was Archi-
medes, who allegedly proved that the crown his king possessed was not pure gold (he did this 
by measuring its density). 
	 The Bible chronicles King Solomon resolving a custody dispute by offering the two claimed 
mothers to each have half of the child. The mother who expressed the most discomfort with 
the idea was given custody in what amounted to a triumph of forensic psychology.
	 Undoubtedly, forensic techniques extend even further back into unrecorded history. It’s 
easy to imagine the wisest man in a Stone Age tribe solving a murder case by determining who 
shot the fatal arrow. He may have compared the stone arrowhead used in the murder with 
other arrowheads crafted by the suspect.
	 Historians often trace modern forensics to the late 19th century, when scientific advance-
ments were revolutionizing criminal investigations.
	 For instance, fingerprints had long been used by some cultures as a way to prove identity. 
In Japan, people who could not read or write signed contracts by pressing inked fingers and 
hands onto paper.

	Sir Francis Galton, a prolific deep thinker and half-cousin of Charles 
Darwin, published a paper in 1888 reporting his research into finger-
prints and his calculations of the remote possibility of two different 
fingerprints being an exact match. He identified common patterns 
and developed a classification system used to this day.
	  Other forensic science advancements were introduced in the 19th 
century, such as the use of toxicology to solve cases, microscopic anal-
ysis, and photography.
	  In 1887, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle published his first Sherlock  

Holmes story, “A Study in Scarlet,” as Galton was still refining his finger-
print research. Doyle, who studied medicine at the University of Edinburgh, had a well-honed 
scientific mind. The Sherlock Holmes character he created embodied the spirit of scientific 
investigation that was permeating the culture of the times. 
	 Scientists were unlocking the mysteries of the universe in rapid succession, from harness-
ing the force of electricity to unraveling the workings of time and space itself. Albert Einstein, 
who was an impertinent youth spurned by the academic establishment, was working as a patent 
clerk as the 20th century opened. He used imagination and logic to uncover the relationship 

Sir Francis Galton
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“The ACFEI provides opportunities to share in the forensic experiences of many other fields that are useful in 
my work. This gives members an advantage over forensic practitioners who are not in ACFEI.”

—Zaph Telpner, CPA, DABFA, DABFE

between matter and energy and to unleash the immense power of his 
equation, E=mc2, which gave birth to the Atomic Age.
	 The character of Sherlock Holmes solved crimes in the same way that 
Einstein would conceive of the Theory of Relativity—through intense 
observation and extraordinary powers of deduction. Armed only with 
his magnifying glass and encyclopedic knowledge of all things that 
mattered to a criminal investigator, Holmes could solve the crimes 
that mystified even the venerated Scotland Yard.
	 The character of Holmes captivated the attention of a public that was 

fascinated by the dizzying pace of scientific advancements. Holmes represented the power of the 
developing sciences to bring order to a world that had struggled under the weight of ignorance 
and the oppression of criminals of all types and significance. The Sherlock Holmes stories were 
about optimism and the hope that the world’s problems could be solved by men who used reason 
and logic.
	 As Holmes energetically solved fictional mysteries, real forensic scientists were emerging 
to develop the discipline. In 1902, R. A. Reiss, a Swiss professor, established one of the first 
academic approaches for teaching forensic science. He transformed his forensic photography 
department into the Lausanne Institute of Police Science.

A Sampling of Crimes and Forensic Cases
There was never a shortage of crimes, both large and small, to solve. However, criminals dis-
covered science to be a formidable opponent, and crimes that would have earlier remained 
unsolved were often being exposed by evidence that could now be found.

Crippen Murder Case
In early 1910, the wife of London physician Hawley Harvey Crippen dis-
appeared. Scotland Yard performed four searches of Crippen’s residence, 
finally finding a headless human body buried under a brick floor in the 
basement. Sir Bernard Spilsbury, a forensic science pioneer, identified the 
torso as the body of Crippen’s missing wife by identifying a scar consistent 
with a surgery that the woman had. As Crippen tried to flee with his mis-
tress across the Atlantic, the captain of the ship wired London authorities 
that Crippen was aboard. A Scotland Yard investigator boarded a faster 
ship and arrived in Canada before Crippen, and he made the arrest. Dr. 

Crippen was convicted and later hanged for the crime, which remains controversial to this day, with 
some forensic experts claiming that DNA evidence points to his innocence.

Dr. Hawley Crippen

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
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“An objective criteria for certification in Forensic Dentistry will help to enable those who require the services 
of experts in the field to have a greater comfort level that the people they choose are really qualified, educa-
tionally and ethically.”

—Leonard Goldstein, DDS, PhD, DABFE, DABFM

Mata Hari
There were many other crimes to captivate the public, such as the 
salacious case of World War I-era spy Mata Hari, who was convict-
ed of espionage and executed on October 15, 1917, by the French 
government. The case remains vague because the official documents 
regarding the execution were sealed for 100 years.

“Fatty” Arbuckle
Film comedian “Fatty” Arbuckle was charged with the rape and mur-
der of a young starlet in 1921. His first two trials ended with hung 
juries. The second trial discredited some major evidence such as the 
identification of Arbuckle’s fingerprints on the hotel bedroom door. 
The jury only needed 15 minutes of deliberation after his third trial to 
acquit him of all charges. Five of those minutes were spent writing an 
unprecedented statement of apology.

Al Capone
Chicago mobster Al Capone left a bloody trail of bodies and mayhem 
as he terrorized the city in the 1920s. But it was a forensic account-
ing investigation that brought his downfall. The government charged 
Capone with failure to pay taxes on his illegal income, and he was 
convicted in a federal court in 1931. He spent most of the rest of his 
life in prison, dying at his Florida home on January 25, 1947, after 
suffering from syphilis and dementia.

Lindbergh Kidnapping
The 1930s began with another celebrity case that commanded the world’s attention—the 
kidnapping and murder of the toddler son of acclaimed aviator Charles Lindbergh. Bruno 
Hauptmann was convicted and executed for the crime after what was widely known as a “me-
dia circus” trial.

Mata Hari

Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle

Al Capone
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“In my opinion, based on several decades of professional experience in the fields of pharmacy, medicine, pub-
lic health, vast military medical experience as a hospital commander and flight surgeon, and preparations 
for an eventual board certification in several sub-specialties of medicine, it appears to me that you are doing 
an exemplary job in bringing to rapid maturation and enviable success this wonderful organization which 
you now head.”

—David E. Rosengard, MD

Nuremberg Trials
The 1940s saw crime and murder on an epic scale, culminating with 
the genocide committed by the Nazi government of Adolf Hitler dur-
ing World War II. After the war, the Nuremberg Trials brought justice 
to many top surviving war criminals.

James Dean Crash
Heartthrob actor James Dean died in a 1955 car accident. It didn’t 
take much of a forensic examination of the crash scene to determine 
that Dean, who lived for speed, had been going too fast. He was 
ticketed for speeding only hours before his fatal wreck. What foren-
sic experts have not been able to determine is what happened to his 
wrecked Porsche, which had been traveling the country in a driver 
safety demonstration. It mysteriously disappeared on its way to an Il-
linois auto museum and has never resurfaced.

JFK Assassination
On November 22, 1963, the crime of the century took place in Dallas, Texas. President John 
F. Kennedy was riding in the back of an open convertible during a parade through downtown 
Dallas. Shots rang out as Kennedy passed by the Texas School Book Depository, and the young 
president was mortally wounded. Lee Harvey Oswald was arrested as the prime suspect in the 
case, but he himself was assassinated only two days later by gunman Jack Ruby. Perhaps no case 
in history has been forensically reviewed more than the Kennedy assassination, and it generates 
conspiracy theories to this day.

Manson Murders
Few criminal personalities shocked America more than Charles Man-
son, who was convicted in 1970 for his role in several killings in 
California, including the brutal murder in 1969 of the actress Sharon 
Tate. Manson led a commune where he exhorted his followers to com-
mit the murders. He was sentenced to death, but his sentence was 
commuted when the U.S. Supreme Court abolished the death penalty 
in 1972.

James Dean

Charles Manson
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“To be a Diplomate…demonstates to all that a professional has met a high level of ethical and expert stan-
dards in the medical/legal field. This is crucial in meeting the challenges that exist in today’s litigious and 
complex society.”

—Jay A. Rosenblum, MD, DABFE, DABFM

Ted Bundy
Few serial killers in history were more brutal or more prolific than 
Ted Bundy, who is thought to have killed between 35 and more than 
100 people over several decades. Bundy was a handsome psychopath-
ic narcissist who lured victims to their deaths; his favorite target was 
college-aged women. He was arrested in 1977, but he escaped. He 
was rearrested and escaped again. He went on his final killing spree in 
Florida in 1978, murdering two members of a Florida State Univer-
sity sorority, and wounding two other women. He went to Lake City, 
Florida, where he murdered his final victim. Shortly after, he was ap-

prehended for a traffic violation. His conviction was partly based on bite marks left on one of 
his victims—a victory for the science of forensic dentistry. He died on January 24, 1989, in a 
Florida electric chair.

O.J. Simpson Case
No American case in history has been more connected with forensic 
science than the prosecution of football Hall of Famer O.J. Simpson, 
who was charged with the 1994 double murder of his former wife, Ni-
cole, and Ronald Goldman. Simpson’s slow-speed chase through Los 
Angeles was broadcast live on television, and his trial became known as 
the “Trial of the Century.” The court drama dragged on for months, 
and his “Dream Team” of defense attorneys was successful in raising 
doubts about the validity of the forensic evidence in the case. When 
the acquittal verdict was announced on October 3, 1995, more than 

half of all Americans were watching on television.

September 11, 2001
The 21st century started with the terrorist attacks of September 11, 
2001. A group of 19 terrorists, under the leadership of al-Qaeda’s Osa-
ma bin Laden, boarded four airline flights and seized control of the 
jets. Two of the airliners were flown into the North and South Towers 
of the World Trade Center in lower Manhattan. A third plane crashed 
into the Pentagon, and the fourth crashed into a Pennsylvania field. 
The aftermath of the attacks produced the largest crime scenes in his-
tory, and forensic specialists from a vast array of forensic disciplines 

were called into action. Forensic professionals worked hard to answer the questions left by the 
terrorist attack.

O.J. Simpson

Ted Bundy
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“Rigorous certifications are designed to assure the highest standards of excellence, integrity, and practice of 
ABPS members.”

—Joyce A. Kovelman, PhD, DABFE, DABFM, DABPS

Accident Reconstruction Specialist 
Aviation Accident Investigator
Arson Investigator
Ballistics Analyst
Behavioral Sciences
Bloodstain Pattern Analyst 
Child Abuse Pediatrician
Computer Forensic Specialist
Construction Forensics Expert 
Coroner
Crime Analyst
Crime and Intelligence Analyst
Crime Lab Director
Crime Lab Supervisor
Crime Lab Technician
Crime Reporter
Crime Scene Investigator
Criminal Behavior Profiler
Criminal Investigator 
Criminalist 
DNA Analyst
Expert Witness
Fingerprint Technician
Fingerprinting Classifier
Firearm Examiner
Forensic Accountant
Forensic Anthropologist
Forensic Archaeologist
Forensic Architect 
Forensic Artist
Forensic Audio Examiner
Forensic Biologist 
Forensic Botanist 

Forensic Chiropractic Examiner
Forensic Consultant
Forensic Dentistry
Forensic Dietitian
Forensic Economist
Forensic Engineer
Forensic Entomologist
Forensic Epidemiologist
Forensic Geologist 
Forensic Gerontologist
Forensic Graphics Specialist 
Forensic Gynecologist
Forensic Handwriting Analyst
Forensic Hydrologist
Forensic Hypnotist 
Forensic Librarian
Forensic Linguist
Forensic Locksmith
Forensic Marine Biologist
Forensic Mechanic
Forensic Medical Consultant
Forensic Meteorologist 
Forensic Microbiologist
Forensic Musicologist
Forensic Nurse
Forensic Odontologist
Forensic Ophthalmologist
Forensic Palynologist
Forensic Pathologist
Forensic Pathology Technician 
Forensic Pharmacist
Forensic Phonetician
Forensic Photographer

Forensic Physician
Forensic Physicist
Forensic Podiatrist
Forensic Psychiatrist
Forensic Psychologist
Forensic Radiologist
Forensic Rehabilitation Specialist
Forensic Researcher
Forensic Science Instructor 
Forensic Science Researcher
Forensic Sculptor
Forensic Serologist
Forensic Social Worker
Forensic Statistician
Forensic Surgeon
Forensic Surveyor
Forensic Training Specialist
Forensic Video Analyst
Histologist
Image Enhancement Specialist
Latent Print Examiner
Medical Examiner
Medical Investigator
Medico-Legal Investigator
Nuclear Forensics Specialist
Polygraph Examiner
Questioned Document Examiner 
Tire Tracks Analyst
Toxicologist
Trace Evidence Examiner
Trace Evidence/Voice and Speech
   Analyst
Wildlife Forensic Scientist

Forensic Fields
Following are nearly 100 specialties involving forensics, which represent only some 
of the many applications of forensic science.
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“My standing with a prestigious organization like the American College of Forensic Examiners is important.”
—Larry C. Liebscher, FACFE

The ACFEI Answers a Calling
Technology and specialization changed the face 
of forensic science late in the 20th century. New 
forensic specialties, such as computer forensics, 
were blossoming. 
	 The ACFEI began as the brain-child of one 
visionary in 1992, but it rose exponentially be-
cause it filled a desperate need in forensic science. 
Forensic associations had existed for many years, 
but they were caught unprepared for the explo-
sion of fields within forensic science. 	
	 When ACFEI founder Dr. Robert O’Block 
encountered resistance to joining a forensic asso-
ciation, he realized that many other well-qualified 
professionals were also shut out. In response, he started an association, initially for handwriting 
experts, that many others soon joined, such as physicians and psychologists. The organization 
quickly grew to become the world’s largest association of forensic professionals.
	 Today the American College of Forensic Examiners Institute boasts more than 13,000 
members who represent the many fields of forensic science.
	 The ACFEI provides certifications such as Certified Forensic Consultant, CFC®; Cer-
tified Forensic Accountant, Cr.FA®; Certified Medical Investigator®, CMI; Certified 
Forensic Nurse, CFN®; Certified Forensic Physician®, CFP; Sensitive Security Informa-
tion, Certified®; Certified in Disaster Preparedness, CDP-ISM; Certified Master Forensic 
Social Worker, CMFSWSM; and Registered Investigator®, RI®.
	 The ACFEI publishes the world’s foremost forensic science magazine, The Forensic Exam-
iner®, which is circulated worldwide and sells at book stores such as Barnes & Noble and Borders.
	 Forensic professionals serve on the ACFEI Executive Advisory Board and eleven boards 
relating to various forensic specialties.
	 The organization has become an online, interactive, multimedia publisher, as its members 
produce multimedia forensics courses and advance the frontiers of forensic science.
	 National meetings of the ACFEI draw the world’s top forensic experts, and they have fea-
tured addresses from the biggest names in the field, including famed defense attorney Barry 
Scheck, Dr. Henry Lee, FBI criminal profiler John Douglas, coroner Dr. Cyril Wecht, and 
the first Secretary of Homeland Security, Tom Ridge.
	 Other organizations have developed out of the ACFEI, such as the American Psychother-
apy Association (APA), www.americanpsychotherapy.com, which in 1998 arose from interests 
of the many forensic psychologists in the ACFEI. The American Board for Certification in 
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“As interest in the application of science to legal issues increases, so does the need to develop standards of 
excellence in the field. The ever-growing membership of distinguished and recognized experts to our orga-
nization espouses the mission and standards of the certification boards of the American College of Forensic 
Examiners, the concomitant use of qualifying exams to define and award Diplomate status is laudable.”

—John Brick, PhD, FACFEI, DABFE, DABFM

Homeland Security (ABCHS), www.abchs.com, formed in 2003 as a response to the September 
11, 2001, attacks. Membership in the ABCHS is soaring in large part due to increased interest 
from active members of the U.S. military. The American Association of Integrative Medicine 
(AAIM), www.aaimedicine.com, was cofounded by Dr. Robert O’Block and Dr. Rosengard. In 
2009, Dr. O’Block founded the International College of the Behavioral Sciences. 

The Work of the ACFEI

On any given day, ACFEI employees are engaged in dozens of projects related to advancing 
the fields of forensics and providing services to members. Employees may work on continuing 
education courses, advise members on certifications, or lobby members of Congress. They also 
develop materials to help educate and inform the public about forensics work. 
	 The ACFEI is an open membership organization. Anyone with an interest in forensic sci-
ences can become a member and enjoy the benefits.
	 Enhanced membership levels serve to recognize accomplishments and qualifications of mem-
bers. These levels have strict standards relating to education and experience. For instance, among 
the requirements for a Diplomate designation are an appropriate education degree, at least 5 years 
of experience, and fulfillment of the requirements of the board offering the designation.
	 The Fellow designation is the highest honor ACFEI can bestow upon a member. This 
designation is reserved for members with outstanding achievements and excellence both in and 
outside of ACFEI programs, along with three years as a Diplomate.
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“Membership in the American College of Forensic Examiners not only underlines, but defines, credibility.”
—Henry E. Campbell, PhD, DABFE, DABFM

	 The ACFEI also offers certifications that serve as evidence that an applicant has passed 
an examination and met other requirements. For instance, the Certified Forensic Accountant, 
Cr.FA® program features a rigorous examination and requires that applicants have the neces-
sary background, such as certification as a CPA.
	 When new certifications are developed, there is often a grandfathering period in which 
professionals can qualify for certification based on their education, knowledge, skill, and expe-
rience. These factors are often tabulated based on a point system that gives weight to important 
aspects of an applicant’s career.
	 The grandfathering period serves to establish the certification. The certified professionals, 
through their service on leadership boards, then develop the further qualifications required 
for certification and an exam. The professionals have vested interest in maintaining the high 
standards of their certification, and they are fierce advocates of continuing education.

Recognition of Excellence
The ACFEI takes its role as a continuing education provider seriously. Diplomates, Fellows 
and those who are certified are strongly encouraged to complete continuing education courses 
either provided by the ACFEI or other approved providers.

ACFEI is an approved continuing education provider by the following organizations:
	 w Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
	 w National Association of State Boards of Accountancy 
	 w National Board for Certified Counselors 
	 w California Board of Registering Nursing 
	 w American Psychological Association 
	 w California Board of Behavioral Sciences 
	 w Association of Social Work Boards 
	 w American Dental Association (ADA CERP) 
 	 w ACFEI is a Registered Federal Contractor and is listed on the Register of Approved 

Federal Contractors. 
	 w The Missouri Sheriff ’s Association cosponsors Police Officer Standards Training (POST) 

accreditation for the American College of Forensic Examiners Institute’s activities.
	 w The American College of Forensic Examiners Institute is a member of the National 

Certification Commission and the Alliance for Continuing Medical Education.
	 w The American College of Forensic Examiners Institute is a member of the Institute 

for Credentialing Excellence (ICE), formerly known as the National Organization for 
Competency Assurance (NOCA)

	 w The American College of Forensic Examiners Institute is a member of the National 
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“Psychotherapy has become an endangered species, devalued and deprofessionalized in our society. The APA 
dedicates its resources to uplifting this healing art form to the status it deserves. As a professional organiza-
tion it strives to protect psychotherapy from the multitude of forces currently hostile to its development.”

—James F. Zender, PhD, DAPA

 New Logo
In order for any organization to maintain relevance in a rap-
idly changing professional environment, it is necessary to 
uphold an innovative and cutting-edge image. One way to 
do this is by choosing a logo that expresses the mission and 
aspirations of the organization.
	 In 2009, American Psychotherapy Association® in-
troduced a new contemporary logo that reflects unity, 

enlightenment, and warmth. It represents the collective body of noteworthy members who 
excel in a variety of professional arenas with the association. 
	 The American Psychotherapy Association’s Art Director Brandon Alms said the new logo 
portrays four unique and stylized individuals joining together as one. The circle represents the 
head; there is a figure with arms extended straight into the air, one with arms extended directly 
out to the side, and two diagonal figures facing each other with arms spread open. This vision 
works to symbolize the unity that one finds with involvement in this exceptional association. 
The raised arms form the shape of a torch, exhibiting hope and wisdom. The orange globe in 
the background delineates an able-bodied, growing association. The American Psychotherapy 
Association works to represent a reputable image, and this contemporary logo forms a new, 
fresh face for the association and helps advance its respected reputation.
	 Along with the new logo, the association also freshened its Web site in 2009, americanpsycho-
therapy.com. The site allows members to investigate the various certifications and designations they 
can obtain, pursue training and courses, and sign up for the National Conference. 

Advisory Board Members
The American Psychotherapy Association is lead by prominent therapists in the field of psy-
chotherapy. Here is the current slate of board members:    

John F. Catlett, Jr., LPC, BCPC
John Catlett, Jr. is an adjunct faculty member of the psychology department at Utah Valley 
University and a mental health therapist for student health services at the University. He is a 
licensed professional counselor and a board certified counselor. Catlett was a mental health 
services coordinator and a director of the classroom testing center at Utah Valley State College. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree from Brigham Young University and a master’s in counseling 
from the University of Phoenix in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Peter Choate, PhD
Dr. Choate is a registered social worker and an approved clinical supervisor with the Alberta 



87The American Psychotherapy Association

“Finally, a professional organization that recognizes and promotes the value and importance of expert psy-
chotherapists.”

—Stephen D. Anderson, MD, DAPA

College of Registered Social Workers. He is a Diplomate of the American Psychotherapy As-
sociation®. Since 1995, Dr. Choate has performed clinical private counseling and assessment 
practice with an emphasis on individual, family and marital issues, addictions, attention deficit 
disorder, and life transitions. He is also assists with court cases dealing with custody, family 
violence, assessments in child welfare matters, and forensic social work. He is qualified in the 
Provincial Court of Alberta (Family and Youth Division) as an expert witness in clinical social 
work. He worked as a research and clinical consultant to the Alberta Adolescent Recovery 
Centre, was a service provider for child welfare and youth probation services in Calgary, and is 
also a lecturer at Mount Royal University. Dr. Choate earned his bachelor’s degree in psychol-
ogy and a master of social work from the University of British Columbia. He completed his 
doctorate at the Westbrook University Addictions Program. 

Dr. Frances Clark-Patterson
Dr. Frances Clark-Patterson received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees at Virginia Common-
wealth University in the Alcohol and Drug Education Rehabilitation Program and a doctorate 
in clinical psychology at California Southern University. In addition to being a licensed alcohol 
and drug counselor in Tennessee, she is a National Association of Addictions Professionals 
certified master’s addictions counselor and a qualified substance abuse professional. She is 
board certified as a professional counselor with the American Psychotherapy Association and 
has worked as a counselor and program administrator in treatment programs in Virginia and 
Tennessee over the past 20 years. She owns Footprints Consulting Services, LLC in Nashville, 
Tennessee, where she does consultation, professional training, and clinical supervision. 

Natalie Hill Frazier, PhD
Dr. Frazier is the sole owner of Comprehensive Counseling, LLC. She is a licensed profes-
sional counselor, as well as a certified psychometrist. Dr. Frazier is board certified with the 
American Psychotherapy Association. Dr. Frazier is a professional member of the American 
Counseling Association, Counseling for Exceptional Children, American Gifted Association, 
and Kappa Delta Pi Honor Society.  
	 She is on the executive board of the Mental Health Association of Madison County (Ala-
bama), and has been nominated as President of the Board for the United Way Organization for 
2008. Over the years Dr. Frazier has taught a variety of classes to graduate and undergraduate 
students. She conducts community and continuing education seminars for various organiza-
tions in the state.  
	 Dr. Frazier has a special interest in supporting the social and emotional needs of individu-
als who are gifted and talented, as well as individuals who have depression, anxiety, eating 
disorders, ADHD, and learning disorders. While working in managed care, schools and pri-
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“The American Psychotherapy Association represents a unifying concept for the various therapy professions. 
The timing is right.”

—Michael A. Baer, PhD, DAPA

vate settings Dr. Frazier strives to provide appropriate and effective therapeutic, assessment and 
educational services that appropriately address each client’s needs.  

Karen M. Fularczyk, MA, CRC, LPC, ABDA
Karen Fularczyk graduated from Michigan State University with a master’s degree in voca-
tional rehabilitation counseling. Fularczyk founded Partners In Placement, Inc. in 1990 after 
serving as branch manager for a rehabilitation company in Michigan. Her practice encompass-
es vocational rehabilitation, career counseling, job placement and vocational expert testimony, 
and her expertise includes catastrophic injury cases, medical malpractice cases and career 
counseling for students and dislocated workers. Clients are located in Michigan and Florida. 
Additionally, she worked for the District School Board as a career and technical education 
manager for two years when she moved to Naples, Florida, in 2003. Her main achievements 
were the development of the Career Pathways for the middle and high schools, development 
of three high school medical academies and medical academy advisory boards with community 
leaders, and the development of a hands-on career day for all eighth grade students. In 2005, a 
favorite client of Fularczyk’s from Michigan contacted her to re-enter the vocational rehabilita-
tion arena, and she returned to vocational expert testimony and career counseling. 

Fay Hart, LPC
Fay Maria Hart is a licensed professional counselor and nationally certified psychotherapist 
who graduated from Lander University. She earned her master’s degree from Furman Univer-
sity and a counselor specialist certificate from the University of South Carolina and the state 
department of education. Hart has counseled individuals, children and families in private prac-
tice for 20 years and has served as assistant principal and dean of counseling at Sevier Middle 
School. With the assistance of then-South Carolina Governor Richard Riley, and in conjunc-
tion with the Appalachian Counsel of Governments, Hart designed and operated the state’s 
elementary guidance program and assisted surrounding colleges with training in elementary 
counseling. She was instrumental in developing a middle school counseling program at Blue 
Ridge Middle School in Greenville County. A master therapist and certified master chaplain 
with the American Psychotherapy Association, Hart has been granted Diplomate and Fellow 
status. She also serves as an Advocate for the Aged in the South Carolina state legislature and 
has been appointed as a counselor to legislators under the auspices of the AARP.

Noah Hart, Jr.
Noah Hart, Jr. has been a counselor and therapist for nearly four decades. He is also an ordained 
minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. During his career, Hart has counseled students in residence 
halls, counseling centers, and as an administrator. In addition, as a chaplain, he has counseled 
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“In the age of rapidly changing mental health services, the APA provides a forum for the promotion of thera-
peutic techniques, which will address the specific and individual needs of mental health clients.”

—Donna Moriconi Seely, MA, DAPA

patients and their significant others in hospitals, hospice facilities, and in churches. “My work in 
counseling and therapy continues to be comprehensive, rewarding and very enjoyable,” Hart said. 

Ronald Hixson, MBA, PhD, DAPA
Ron Hixson has been a therapist for more than 25 years, serving both military and civilian 
communities. He has a Texas corporation private practice and has founded a non-profit group 
mental health organization where he serves as president and executive director. La Familia 
Counseling Centers was formed to meet the mental health of rural South Texas. Currently 
the group services six counties with its headquarters in San Antonio. He has a doctorate in 
health administration from Kennedy-Western University, an MBA from Webster University, 
and graduate degrees from the University of Northern Colorado (psychology) and the Univer-
sity of California–Sacramento (organizational communications). 

Stephen Lankton, LCSW 
Stephen Lankton, editor-in-chief of the American Journal of Clinical Hypnosis, practices in 
Phoenix, Arizona, and has trained clinicians worldwide for more than 25 years.  Lankton is 
a recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award for outstanding contribution to the field of 
psychotherapy and the Irving Secter Award for the Advancement of Clinical Hypnosis. He 
is a Fellow, Diplomate, and board member of the American Psychotherapy Association and a 
Diplomate in clinical social work. He graduated from the University of Michigan School of 
Social Work and trained with the late Dr. Milton H. Erickson for five years. Well known for his 
teaching of hypnosis and psychotherapy, Lankton has authored and coauthored seven books.

Luniece Evette Obst, MEd, LPC 
Luniece Obst holds a master’s in education from Texas State University and a bachelor’s de-
gree from University of Texas at Arlington, specializing in the fields of psychology, cultural 
anthropology, and sociology. As a licensed professional counselor, she has served in private 
psychotherapy practice for 17 years and supervised post-graduate students on caseload activ-
ity while teaching at Austin Community College and Texas State University. Obst is a charter 
member of the International Institute of Responsible Conflict Resolution, an executive ad-
visory board member of the American Psychotherapy Association, and a past member of the 
Texas Women’s Federation. Obst also works as a real estate agent in Texas. 

Joel Prather
Joel G. Prather is a counselor and therapist practicing in Panama City Beach, Florida. He 
also conducts mental health, disability, and parental evaluations for the court system and pro-
vides crisis intervention and management counseling for local corporations. He earned his 
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“The APA facilitates the bonding, networking, and professional development necessary for individual and 
career growth.”

—Karen M. Zimmerman, MSW, ACSW, LISW, BCD, DAPA

master’s in counseling psychology from Capella University and is a certified business, life and 
career coach. He is currently completing his professional doctorate in clinical psychology at 
California Southern University. In addition to serving on the Executive Advisory Board of 
the American Psychotherapy Association, Prather’s professional affiliations include the Ameri-
can Psychological Association, the Panama City Mental Health Association, and the Coaches 
Training Alliance.

Daniel Reidenberg, PsyD, FAPA, MTAPA, CRS
Dr. Dan Reidenberg, Master Therapist, is currently the executive director of SAVE (Suicide 
Awareness Voices of Education), a national non-profit agency working to prevent suicide and 
help suicide survivors and those suffering with depression. Before coming to SAVE he was 
the director of Family & Children’s Service in Minneapolis overseeing 10 mental health and 
community-based programs. Dan graduated from the University of Minnesota in 1988 with a 
degree in psychology and minor in child psychology. After completing training at the St. Peter 
Regional Treatment Center and the Minnesota Security Hospital, he received his doctor of 
clinical psychology degree in 1994 from the Minnesota School of Professional Psychology. The 
American Psychotherapy Association awarded him Diplomate status in 1998 and Fellow status 
in 2004. He currently serves as chair of the Executive Advisory Board and chair of the Certified 
Relationship Specialists Board. Dr. Reidenberg’s background includes working extensively with 
adolescents and adults who are seriously and persistently mentally ill, chemically dependent, 
and diverse personality disorders in a variety of in-patient, outpatient, partial-hospitalization 
and day-treatment and residential programs. He also consults with psychologists, attorneys, 
and businesses on health care and legal matters. Dan has testified in more than 2000 cases at 
the Minnesota Security Hospital, Ramsey and Hennepin County courts on forensic cases.

Michael E. Reynolds, DMin, MSEd, FAPA, FCH, FAMPE
Dr. Michael E. Reynolds is chairman and chief executive officer of Great Ideas, LLC.  
Throughout his professional career, Michael served in the U.S. Army as a chaplain for more 
than 25 years.  He has been a trainer and college instructor at eight universities where he taught 
graduate level courses in psychology and religion. He has been a therapist for over 35 years.  He 
is a retired clergyperson of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  While mostly retired at 
this time, Michael spends his time with his company, seeing patients and working with com-
munity activities and community boards.
	 Dr. Reynolds holds a doctorate in pastoral care and counseling, a master’s of education, 
and a bachelors’ degree in physical education. He is a graduate of the United States Army 
Command and General Staff College.  He completed an internship and residency in clinical 
pastoral education and pastoral care and is certified nationally in six types of therapy.  He is a 
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“This is an organization that promotes professional practice across the traditional professional labels. I be-
lieve APA provides valuable information and a modern perspective that the public needs and will respect.”

—Daniel C. Claiborn, PhD, DAPA

Fellow, Diplomate and a Certified Relationship Specialist of the American Psychotherapy As-
sociation (FAPA).  

Lori Simons, PhD, LPC, CAC
Dr. Lori Simons is an  associate professor of psychology and the undergraduate practi-
cum/internship coordinator of the Psychology Department at Widener University in Chester, 
Pennsylvania. Dr. Simons teaches courses in educational psychology, multicultural psychology, 
tests and measurement, and counseling and psychotherapy. Her primary research focuses on 
academic- and cultural-based service learning, student awareness and development, and the 
value of experiential and service programs for community partners. Her secondary research fo-
cuses students’ perceptions of evidence-based practices in addiction treatment and differences 
in substance abuse between male and female freshmen. Dr. Simons has more than 20 years of 
experience in the substance abuse field and is a licensed professional counselor and a certified 
addiction counselor.

William Sloane, ACMC-III, BCPC, DABFC, FAAIM, FACFEI, MTAPA
Dr. Sloane is an attorney at law (Maryland and Pennsylvania), registered naturopath (District 
of Columbia), and Anglican clergyman (coadjutor presiding bishop of the Southern Episcopal 
Church USA). He serves as pro-chancellor of International University for Graduate Studies 
and dean of its Faculty of Forensics. He is also of counsel to The Shagin Law Group LLC, 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Air Force Auxiliary (Civil Air 
Patrol). Dr. Sloane graduated from York College of Pennsylvania, Air University [Diploma, 
Squadron Officer School], Liberty University [M.A.R. magna cum laude], Widener University 
[JD], London Metropolitan University [Certificate in English Law with distinction], Temple 
University [LL.M. (Labor)], and American Christian College and Seminary (PhD in Reli-
gion magna cum laude). He is a Scholar of the Oxford Society of Scholars (Oxford Graduate 
School) and has taught at Elizabethtown College, Millersville University, Saint Francis Univer-
sity, Shippensburg University, Temple University, Widener University School of Law, Wilson 
College, and Yorktown University.

Wayne E. Tasker, PsyD, LCSW, LPC, BCPC, DAPA
Wayne Tasker has worked in the mental health field for the past 29 years. Dr. Tasker received 
master’s degrees from the University of Memphis in counseling and the University of Tennes-
see in Social Work. He also studied abroad, earning a doctorate degree in psychology from the 
International University for Graduate Studies. Dr. Tasker is a licensed professional counselor 
in Tennessee and a licensed clinical social worker in Tennessee and North Carolina. Dr. Tasker 
spent more than 15 years specializing in the treatment of adolescents. He served as clinical 
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“The APA has an opportunity to set a unique and important precedent for those in helping professions.”
—David K. Carson, PhD, DAPA

director of hospital programs and long-term residential facilities in Texas and Tennessee. For 
several years, Dr. Tasker was regional director of Flowers Management Corp., managing psy-
chiatric hospital programs in four states. During his career he maintained a private practice 
working with adolescents and families, and for the past 14 years he has specialized in geriatric 
treatment. He is currently the president and chief executive officer of Wayne Tasker and As-
sociates, Inc., which specializes in the treatment of nursing home residents. 

Looking Ahead
Today, the American Psychotherapy Association is over 7,000 strong and is constantly look-
ing for ways to improve member benefits. We strive for ways to promote better mental health 
legislation on both the state and national level. The staff of the American Psychotherapy As-
sociation is looking forward to working with our members for many years to come. Each year 
we hope to meet many of our members at our national conference. It is a great joy to serve this 
diverse community.



The American Board for Certification in Homeland Security

Chapter FIVe

Introduction
Military historians research conflicts and strategies in great detail, but it is the words of the 
actual participants—found in diaries, letters and journals—that can teach a historian the most 
about our past. 
	 The personal papers of soldiers chronicle their most intimate experiences and memories of 
combat, and rarely do they spare a single detail. Their descriptions are often hard to fathom, 
as they are so vivid. First-hand accounts from the battlefield can reveal gruesome details of 
inconceivable acts of brutality and savagery, but even in the midst of all the pandemonium, ex-
traordinary selfless acts of courage and heroism and sacrifice emerge. Nothing goes unnoticed 
or forgotten because, in the end, the victors seem to have a sense of remorse for the tragedy and 
legacy they have bestowed upon mankind. 
	 On September 11, 2001, Americans did not have to read a memoir of war to grasp the 
excruciating and graphic horrors of combat—they experienced it for themselves. Scenes very 
similar to what a soldier may witness in combat flashed across television screens around the 
world, and this time, the war was on American soil. America watched in horror as the media 
disclosed all of the disturbing details of the victims’ final moments, highlighted the personal 
triumphs of those who survived, and honored the many who made the ultimate sacrifice as 
they heroically attempted to save the lives of complete strangers. 
	 There is a striking similarity that transcends among all the personal accounts from the 
battlefields to the streets of New York City on 9/11. Regardless of age, background, ethnicity, 
or profession, Americans respond to a crisis at hand with an unwavering sense of commitment, 
conviction, dedication, and patriotism.  

The Creation of ABCHS
Following the events of 9/11, the Office of Homeland Security was established. It became the 
Department of Homeland Security on November 25, 2002. Tom Ridge was appointed its first 

®
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“My main goal is to have the agencies involved in homeland security use the CHS program’s talents and 
expertise to help make our communities safe and better able to recover in a time of need.”

—Rick Gentillalli, CHS-IV

secretary, and he would face the daunting responsibility of reorganizing and overseeing nearly 
107,000 workers from over 22 agencies. 
	 The job of protecting America is proving to be increasingly difficult, and now more than 
ever, there is a need for the private sector, as well as local and state agencies, to rise up and assist 
the government in this formidable task. 
	 Dr. O’Block and the members of the American College of Forensic Examiners were so 
deeply stirred by the events of 9/11 that they were driven to answer the call to duty. Through 
an overwhelming sense of their own conviction, dedication, and patriotism, they knew they 
too must take immediate actions to provide assistance to the nation. 
	 Dr. O’Block quickly recognized a need for private organizations to contribute to home-
land security by providing education and training to the professionals working to secure the 
nation. He then formally requested a trademark for the American Board for Certification in 
Homeland Security on September 23, 2002.  The trademark was granted in 2002. Without 
any financial assistance, grants, or other outside funding sources, he began developing the 
ABCHS program and formally launched it in April 2003. 
	 With a large part of the membership base in the American College of Forensic Examiners 
Institute and the American Psychotherapy Association already participating in the recovery ef-

George W. Bush signs the Homeland Security Appropriations Act of 2004.

Courtesy MCT



95The American Board for Certification in Homeland Security

“The backbone and success of any association is through membership and from membership participation. 
The annual CHS Conference is a valuable forum allowing members to work directly with the Leadership 
of the Association and help define our future for continued success.”

—Bob McAlister, CHS-V

forts at Ground Zero, the ACFEI and the APA played 
a direct role in the creation of the American Board 
for Certification in Homeland Security. ACFEI and 
APA assisted in the initial funding that supported the 
ABCHS until the association was able to become self-
sufficient. 
	 ABCHS became the first private organization to 
offer advanced credentialing programs to profession-
als in homeland security. The certification and training 
program, with five levels of certifications, was carefully 
developed by leading experts in the homeland security 
industry. 
	 At the 2003 National Conference in Scottsdale, Arizona, ABCHS joined its sister associa-
tions, ACFEI, APA, and AAIM for its debut.
	 In December 2003, the ABCHS published its first newsletter, Inside Homeland Secu-
rity®. This small publication featured interviews with various members of the association and 
provided important updates and news relating to national security. 
	 The following year, ABCHS hosted the first Certified in Homeland Security National 
Conference in Washington, D.C., on May 19–21, 2004. The conference theme, “Working 
Together to Protect Our Homeland in the 21st Century,” featured keynote speakers Asa 
Hutchenson, the under secretary for border and transportation security; Brigadier General 
Richard Wilmot; and Dr. Sanjay Gupta, a certified CHS member on the executive advisory 
board and Fellow in ACFEI. Two certification courses were also taught at this conference, 
Weapons of Mass Destruction (6 CE credits), taught by Lt. Colonel Xavier Stewart; and Physi-
cal and Electronic Building Security (5 CE Credits), taught by Tony Piscitelli. 
	 The ABCHS rapidly became recognized by leaders of the homeland security industry and 
soon began to attract many new members that held various kinds of expertise and specialties 
within the field.  

	   One of those members was Nick Bacon, a recipient of the most pres-
tigious and highest medal awarded by the United States government, 
the Medal of Honor. Bacon was initially appointed to a position on the 
executive advisory board, and he later became the first chair of the Asso-
ciation in 2003. In the spring of 2005, Bacon established and launched 
the Veterans Corps in an effort to form a network of veterans that have 
expertise and skills in homeland security. 
	  The July/August 2004 issue of Inside Homeland Security® made 
the formal announcement that Colonel LZ Johnson (R), U.S. Army, Medal of Honor recipient 

Nick Bacon
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“A professional with a CHS certification is truly an individual with the credentials necessary to train, edu-
cate, and assist others as they learn about our newest enemies that come in the form of terrorists.”

—Richard J. Hughbank, MA, MS, CMAS, CHS-IV

CHS-III, had been appointed to the executive advisory board. Col. Johnson was the corporate 
vice president of Homeland Security Programs for the Applied Technology Business Unit 
of Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC), where he was responsible for 
identifying and qualifying new opportunities for Applied Technology Business Unit services 
within the Department of Homeland Security, the Department of Defense, and other fed-
eral, state, and local agencies. Before joining the SAIC, Col. Johnson served as the director of 
the Center for Domestic Preparedness within the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
	 In September 2004, the release of CHS Certification courses levels IV and V were 
announced. These certification courses required prerequisites and were only available to 
members that had successfully completed CHS-I, CHS-II, and CHS-III. Each new course 
required the successful completion of an in-depth homeland security course and exami-
nation, which was administered by CHS instructors. These courses and exams were first 
offered at the 2004 National Conference in Chicago, Illinois.
 
National Conferences
Each year, CHS members have an opportunity to gather and network to learn about the latest 
issues affecting national security and to attend various trainings and lectures by leading home-
land security experts. These conferences provide an abundance of educational and professional 
opportunities for all members. National Conference locations include:

	w 2003	 Scottsdale, Arizona
	w 2004	 Chicago, Illinois
	w 2005	 U.S. Grant in San Diego, California
	w 2006 	 Orlando, Florida
	w 2007	 Kansas City, Missouri
	w 2008	 San Diego, California
	w 2009	 Las Vegas, Nevada
	w 2010	 Orlando, Florida
	w 2011	 Branson, Missouri 
		 (20th Anniversary of ACFEI)
	w 2012	 Las Vegas, Nevada

Timeline of Terrorism
The November/December 2004 edition of Inside Home-
land Security® featured a Timeline of Terrorism, which 
provided a historical overview of the events relating to 
Middle Eastern-based terrorism. The timeline began 

At the 2010 National Conference, 
Dr. O’Block welcomed the Honorable 
Tom Ridge, the first secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Security, 
who delivered the keynote address. 
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“The CHS credentialing program has provided an educational framework for developing me and my team. 
The impressive list of members in the organization and the networking opportunities provided are also lever-
age points for any security leader.”

—Eric White, CHS-V

with Abraham and the birth of his sons Isaac and Ishmael, who are respectively known as 
the origins of the Jewish and Islamic people. The timeline chronicled events of terrorism 
throughout the centuries to the present. It also identified major groups linked to terrorism, 
including al-Qaeda, Hamas, Hezbollah, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), and 
others. The timeline became one of the most requested reprints of the Inside Homeland 
Security® journal. It can be accessed today on the Internet at www.timelineofterrorism.com. 
 
CHS Officers Visit Puerto Rico
In 2005, Dr. O’Block, founder and chief executive officer of the American College of Forensic 
Examiners Institute, and Dr. Stephen Doeren, then president of ACFEI and director of the 
Certified in Homeland Security program, traveled to Puerto Rico to meet with area officials and 
CHS members in the area. Dr. O’Block and Doeren met with Nazario Lugo Burgos, CHS-
III, who was executive director of Puerto Rico’s State Emergency Management Agency; Cesar 
Vilvaldi, deputy director of Puerto Rico’s State Emergency Management Agency; and Carlos 
Irigoyen, operations director of the city of San Juan’s Emergency Management Office and Disas-
ter Administration. They discussed how to identify potentially “hard” and “soft” terrorist targets 
in Puerto Rico and the development of CHS Preparation and Response Teams in the area.

Dr. Stephen Doeren, Benjamin Nieves, Nazario Lugo Burgos, and Dr. Robert O’Block meet in Puerto Rico 
to discuss homeland security issues.
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“Unlike many certification institutions, ABCHS continues to play a major role in cultivating a ‘resolve to 
be ready’ focus as well as strengthening 21st century response capabilities associated with homeland security, 
homeland defense, and national preparedness.”

—John H. Bridges, III, DSc (Hon.), CHS-V, DABCHS, FACFEI

Media reports from Puerto Rico visit. A plaque awarded to Dr. O’Block.
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“I believe the CHS P&P Teams play a very important role in this country, as our program is giving each 
concerned American an opportunity to become a stakeholder in the war against terrorism. The CHS program 
does not require stakeholders to be elite government officials, but teaches that everyone has a role and a respon-
sibility in the protection of our country.”

—Billy Ray Jackson, CHS-III

Top USPS Official Joins ABCHS
The American Board for Certification in Homeland Security continued to draw the nation’s 
top homeland security experts. In the September/October 2005 edition of Inside Home-
land Security®, it was announced that John H. Bridges III, CHS-V, DSc (Hon.), REM, 
CEM, CHMM, had been named vice chair of the ABCHS. Bridges was the Executive Direc-
tor of National Preparedness, Office of Emergency Preparedness, and U.S. Postal Inspection 
Service. He was incident commander for the world’s largest anthrax response, decontamina-
tion, and fumigation effort in an exercise to prepare for and respond to a massive biological 
terrorist attack on the United States.
 
Natural Disaster Strikes

When Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf 
Coast near New Orleans in the sum-
mer of 2005, ABCHS members were 
reminded that threats to the U.S. home-
land could come from natural sources 
as well as from terrorism. The Category 
5 hurricane swamped the fragile levee 
system in New Orleans, devastating the 
city, killing 1,836 people in seven states, 
and leaving 705 people missing. The 
city of New Orleans was in chaos in the 
aftermath of the storm. Bodies floated 
in flooded streets, and swamped busi-

nesses were looted. Hundreds of refugees were stranded without basic necessities inside the 
New Orleans Superdome and the nearby Ernest N. Morial Convention Center. 
	 CHS-certified professionals jumped into action to provide help following the storm. 
Among them was John Huffman, CHS-V, who was a CHS P&R Division Team Leader in 
Tennessee for Division I: Security, Division III: Military, and Division X: Transportation. 
Huffman helped to provide security for medical, financial, housing, and other forms of relief 
operations immediately after the hurricane passed. 
	 “I’ve been all over the world and witnessed devastation of every imaginable variety, but 
to try to put the devastation suffered by the people of the Gulf Coast into words simply isn’t 
possible,” Huffman said in the November/December 2005 edition of Inside Homeland Secu-
rity®. “Completely aside from the unimaginable property damage and destruction of material 
things, the dehumanization of the population was most astonishing. People, for the first time 
in their lives, began to realize the difference in simply existing and living.”

Hurricane Katrina target Louisiana in this satellite image.
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“I know that many of us have traveled to numerous places over the globe and have seen firsthand just how 
blessed we truly are indeed. That is why I am so proud to be part of the CHS program and organization…a 
community of individuals that are dedicated to defending our homeland and preserving our way of life for 
ourselves, our children, and this country as a whole.”

—Andy Jurchenko, Sr., CHS-V

CHS Obtains Formal Recognition from Puerto Rican Government
On January 20, 2006, papers were signed in Puerto Rico recognizing CHS as a key resource in 
homeland security. Signing the papers was Nazario Lugo Burgos, executive director of Puerto 
Rico’s Emergency Management Agency, and Dr. O’Block, founder and executive director of 
the Certified in Homeland Security program. The signing established a cooperative agreement 
between the Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the CHS program. “The 
CHS program has not only agreed to assist in emergency situations, but also to offer its mem-
bers’ knowledge and expertise on a regular basis,” reported Inside Homeland Security® in its 
fall edition.
 
From Newsletter to Journal

In December 2003, the newsletter of the 
ABCHS published its first edition. Inside 
Homeland Security®, the newsletter of 
ABCHS, featured interviews with mem-
bers of the organization, articles written by 
security professionals, and news updates on 
security matters.
	 The newsletter reported on the first Certified 
in Homeland Security National Conference, 
which would be held in Washington, D.C. on 
May 19 through May 21, 2004.
	 “Our ultimate goal is to preserve our 
Homeland Security. This can only be 
accomplished through meaningful com-
munication, cooperation, and collaboration 
between the public and private sectors, 
emergency first responders, and communi-
ties across the nation,” an item in Inside 
Homeland Security® stated.

	 With its last issue of 2006, the Inside Homeland Security® newsletter became the journal 
of the American Board for Certification in Homeland Security. The format of the publication 
changed from a text-oriented newsletter to a magazine-style journal, similar to the ACFEI’s 
The Forensic Examiner® and the APA’s Annals of the American Psychotherapy Associa-
tionSM. The first edition was 24 pages.
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“As a risk management consultant, the Certification in Homeland Security designation has opened up a world 
of valuable resources and relationships that I can use on a daily basis in support of my clients. I have grown 
personally and professionally since joining CHS and know that my role as National Emergency Response Team 
member will be of value to the State of California while supporting a localized or statewide emergency.”

—Robert L. McAlister, CHS-V 

Navy Credential Opportunities On-line (COOL)
The Navy Credential Opportunities On-
Line (COOL) program has been a leader in 
providing continuing education and training 
opportunities for sailors with the CHS pro-
gram. This partnership between CHS and the 
Navy has helped CHS expand its programs 
and training opportunities and has greatly 
increased the association’s membership base. 
Due to the success of CHS certification pro-
grams, the Navy has requested that CHS 
train and certify more than 12,200 Navy 
military police in homeland security. In re-
sponse to this request, CHS instructors have 
begun a global effort to bring the CHS cer-
tifications to the sailors who need them. To 
date, CHS instructors have taught over 4,000 
Navy military police and continue to sched-
ule certification classes at U.S. Naval Stations 
around the world to meet the demand. Since 
July of 2008 the CHS program has held train-
ing classes at the following Naval Bases: 

July 30–31, 2008  	 U.S. Naval Station Rota, Spain
Sept. 5–6, 2008  	 U.S. Naval Station, San Diego, California
Sept. 29–30, 2008  	 Naval Air Station Oceana, Virginia Beach, Virginia
Oct. 6–7, 2008   	 U.S. Naval Base, Bethesda, Maryland
Nov. 5–6, 2008   	 U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
Nov., 18-19, 2008  	 U.S. Naval Base, Pensacola, Florida
Jan. 20–23, 2009   	 Naval Base Kitsap, Bangor/Whidbey Island, Washington
Feb. 2-5, 2009    	 Patuxent River Naval Air Station, Maryland
Mar. 23–26, 2009  	 Naval Station Ingleside, Kingsville, Texas 
Apr. 25–26, 2009   	 Naval Activities, Guam, Michigan
Nov. 3– 2009    	 U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
Nov. 6–7, 2009    	 U.S. Naval Base, San Diego, California
Jan. 19–20, 2010   	 U.S. Naval Base, Sigonella, Italy
Feb. 16–19, 2010   	 U.S. Naval Base, Yokosuka, Japan
March 1–2, 2010	 U.S. Navala Base, Pensacola, Florida
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“The CHS program affords a great opportunity to give back to my chosen profession of security and to help 
protect my beloved country during a period of ominous peril. As a new grandfather, I also feel that we did 
not inherit this beautiful land from our forefathers, but rather we are merely borrowing its use from our 
grandchildren, whose freedom and security we must ensure for generations to come.”

—Herman C. Stantum, MS, CPP, CHS-V, DABCHS

April 27–28, 2010	 U.S. Naval Station Rota, Spain
July 2010	 Fort Worth, Texas
July 2010	 Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
August 2010	 Gulfport, Mississippi
August 2010 	 Virginia Beach, Virginia
	
CHS Instructors Andrew Jurchenko, Mark Garver, and Herman Statum have guided sailors 
through the advanced CHS certification trainings and have been very enthusiastically received 
by all the participants. 

	 “It helped me to understand 
how agencies can better work to-
gether during an incident,” one 
sailor wrote about the training. 
“I will use the terrorism informa-
tion to inform my coworkers and 
clients about the severity and ac-
tions of terrorists.”
	 “It presented the information 
and the intelligence in a manner 
that everyone can build knowl-
edge through,” wrote another 
Navy participant.
	 “The instructor was very pro-

fessional, and there was a wide 
range of experience and subject knowledge,” one student wrote. “This is an awesome course 
and certification to have. I am very interested in employment with Homeland Security after I 
retire from the Navy in approximately 24 months.”
	 “The instructor and course material were great,” wrote another student. “It is well worth 
the time and effort required of the sailors attending. We’ll continue to stress the importance of 
this course to the rest of the AOR (Area of Responsibility).”
	 As all branches of the U.S. government and armed forces become better acquainted with 
the quality of the CHS education programs and the spectacular live instruction provided by 
CHS lecturers, CHS looks forward to working with more agencies and organizations. CHS 
has applied with ANSI (The American National Standards Institute), which is a government-
recognized accreditation. Upon achieving accreditation, it will offer CHS instant name 
recognition and prestige among all levels of government. 

CHS instructor Andy Jurchenko lectures a class in Rota, Spain.
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ABCHS Establishes Four New Boards	
ABCHS has also established four new boards, The American Board of Information Security 
and Computer Forensics (ABISCF), The American Board for Certification in Infrastruc-
ture Protection (ABCIP), the American Board for Certification in Dignitary and Executive 
Protection (ABCDEP) and The American Board of Intelligence Analysts (ABIA). These 
new boards will accompany the American Board of Law Enforcement Experts (ABLEE) and 
the newly relocated American Board for Certified Master Chaplains.
	 The ABIA aims to create a certification standard for intelligence practitioners serving in the 
current multi-faceted intelligence environment. The program would benchmark professionals 
in the field. It would also enhance our nation’s ability to gather, analyze, disseminate, and utilize 
information to prevent terrorist attacks; prevent or solve crimes; protect against, respond to, 
and recover from security breeches and incidents of all kinds; and to coordinate and strengthen 
the mission of protecting the free world from acts of tyranny, terror, and aggression. 
	 The mission of the ABISCF is to provide information security and computer forensics 
practitioners in the private, NGO and government sectors with training and/or certification to 
facilitate their knowledge and growth to support the current prescribed response frameworks.
	 The ABCIP’s mission is the protection of the nation’s critical infrastructure and key 

Navy training at Naval Air Station in Pensacola. 

“As our nation continues to thrive in these times of crisis and our military resources are taxed with liberating 
the oppressed and our homeland defense objectives, it is our duty as citizens of the United States to prepare 
and respond to our nation’s call. CHS awarded its members that opportunity. CHS is and shall remain at 
the forefront of certifying and educating its members and positioning our NERTs for deployment.”

—W. Cummins, CHS-V
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“For those of us in homeland security, as well as the information security field, the “Sensitive Security, Certi-
fied” designation is one of the top 10 items to have on your credential list. The course is comprehensive but 
easily understood and easy to reference back to historical milestones in our nation’s history and even more 
importantly gives a perspective on why, in the 21st century, that information security needs to be treated as 
sensitive in all walks of life and enterprise.”

—Pat Cowan, CHS-V, SSI

resources requires an effective partnership that fosters the integration and collaborative inter-
action among public and private-sector partners. 
	 Together, these six boards will make up the American Board for Certification in Homeland 
Security association. All of these boards, under the ABCHS banner, complement one another 
and provide many benefits for each other because of their diverse backgrounds in homeland 
security. Most professionals who are certified by the CHS program are in high leadership posi-
tions in the private and public sectors, and the continuing education and training they received 
through ABCHS will help prepare them to work efficiently and effectively in the event of a 
disaster or attack.

Chaplaincy Program Moves to ABCHS
The Academy of Certified Chaplains was moved from the American Psychotherapy Associa-
tion (APA) to the American Board for Certification in Homeland Security (ABCHS). The new 
program is now the American Board for Certified Master Chaplains. The Chaplaincy board is 
chaired by Dr. David Fair, CHS-V, SSI.
	 This move will not only increase the opportunities for advanced education and certifica-
tions, but will also help to expand expertise in chaplaincy services.  New certification courses in 
hospital, hospice, law enforcement, military, and fire/rescue plus many others will be available 
for enrollment. Membership in both the American Psychotherapy Association and ABCHS 
will be available. 

CHS National Emergency Management Teams
Since the Certified in Homeland Security program was founded, ABCHS has strived to align 
itself with professional practitioners that are making a difference in the nation. To better help 
these professionals organize, prepare, and train to answer a national emergency, CHS estab-
lished the National Emergency Management Teams (NEMTs). 
	 NEMTs have been established as a vehicle to enhance meaningful networking opportu-
nities among CHS members with specific areas of specialization in homeland security. The 
15 divisions are designed to serve as the building blocks for assembling multi-disciplinary, 
geographically based CHS-NEMTs throughout the country. Their purpose is to develop a 
proactive support unit to assist, supplement, and collaborate with all first responder agen-
cies, groups, and organizations to achieve the maximum degree of preparedness to anticipate, 
prevent, and respond to acts of terrorism in order to protect our nation, families, and com-
munities. Each geographical region is part of one of the following national regions:
	
w Northeastern Region 
	 (Regions I-III)
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w Southeastern Region 
	 (Region IV)
w Midwestern Region 
	 (Regions V and VII)
w Western Region 
	 (Regions VI and VIII–X)
 
A regional director leads each 
national region. A regional coor-
dinator leads each geographical 
region, and each geographical re-
gion has four state coordinators.

ACFEI and ABCHS
The American College of Forensic Examiners Institute of Forensic Science, the world’s largest 
forensic membership association with then an 11-year track record, responded to the pres-
ident’s “call to action” by developing its groundbreaking program to become certified in 
homeland security. Since its inception in January 2003, the Certified in Homeland Security, 
CHS® program has earned a reputation as the premier credentialing, training, and continuing 
education source for professionals interested in homeland security.
	 On May 1, 2009, the American Board for Certification in Homeland Security formed its 
own company. ABCHS and ACFEI still work closely together to serve their membership. 
	 With a diverse collection of highly qualified professionals including active and retired 
military, law enforcement and security experts, firefighters and other first responders, physi-
cians, nurses, paramedics, emergency medical technicians, dentists, psychiatrists, psychologists, 
counselors, social workers, crisis interveners, accountants, information technology, telecommu-
nication professionals, engineers and others, the CHS program has at the core some of the nation’s 
leading professionals who have significant experience with and links to homeland security. 
 	 The CHS program makes significant contributions to addressing the most pressing is-
sues facing our nation. We boast a total commitment to our country’s safety, an extraordinary 
knowledge base, and an organizational structure that delivers the highest quality certification 
and continuing education opportunities in homeland security. 
	 The ultimate goal of the CHS program is to facilitate collaborative partnerships and 
strong working relationships between homeland security professionals from the public and 
private sector and incident management first-responder organizations, recognizing that each 
has unique talents and abilities to contribute to the security of our nation. 
	 The American Board for Certification in Homeland Security was founded based on time-

“After recently attending the CHS-IV and CHS-V courses, I felt compelled to recommend them for law 
enforcement, first responders, clinicians, educators, and security professionals. I will apply the knowledge and 
skills learned from the Level-IV and Level-V courses in my own WMD awareness courses for law enforce-
ment, first responders, and clinicians, and I feel better prepared.”

—Dr. E. Robert Bertolli, CHS-V, CMI-V



less American principles of commitment, conviction, dedication, and patriotism. Professionals, 
from a wide range of backgrounds within the homeland security arena, have joined ABCHS 
and answered the call to duty and tirelessly strive towards finding better ways to serve and 
protect their country and fellow citizens. 



The American Association of Integrative Medicine 

Chapter SIX

The American Association of Integrative Medicine (AAIM) was founded in late 2000 by 
Dr. O’Block in an effort to inform and educate people about the benefits of integrating Eastern 
and Western medicine. AAIM was the embodiment of what a 21st century medical association 
should be. He hoped AAIM would help promote the idea that traditional and complementary 
approaches could work together to improve the clinical outcome of patients. 
	 For consumers, AAIM provides information and education about the benefits of integra-
tive health care, as well as a careful selection of trusted providers. For health care providers, 
AAIM promotes its high standards of professional competence to consumers and provides a 
gathering place for like-minded individuals who are committed to preserving global indig-
enous therapies and evaluating new approaches. Hundreds of members worldwide represent 
more than 22 medical specialties.

Mission Statement
The mission of the American Association of Integrative Medicine is to promote the devel-
opment of integrative medicine, which is the medicine of the 21st century. The American 
Association of Integrative Medicine is focused on the implementation and maintenance of 
successful programs and research that educate and certify practitioners in the integration of 
safe and effective medical treatment modalities into health care. In contrast to traditional 
methods of disease management, The American Association of Integrative Medicine is fo-
cused on establishing integrative treatment protocols—including allopathic medicine where 
appropriate—that result in improved clinical outcomes.
	 The American Association of Integrative Medicine promotes higher standards of profes-
sional competence by evaluating the candidacy of its applicants, establishing guidelines, and 
confirming the professional identity of its members. The American Association of Integrative 
Medicine believes “healthy” means more than just the absence of disease. The organization strives 
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“AAIM brings together health professionals from a variety of disciplines who share the common goal of 
providing heartfelt patient care, with an emphasis on integrating the best aspects of conventional and long 
honored traditional healing modalities. AAIM provides a forum for sharing ideas and concerns, as well as a 
venue for increased opportunities to learn and grow.”

—Ellen Kamhi, PhD, RN, HNC

to provide a gathering place for healers, educators, and researchers who also share this belief. 
 
The American Association of Integrative Medicine is:
w Dedicated to scientifically validating and preserving global indigenous therapies that have 

withstood the test of time.
w Committed to supporting the development and validation of new, innovative therapeutic 

approaches that show promise toward the safe, cost-effective, and noninvasive management 
of chronic mind/body conditions.

w Devoted to education and research related to the impact resulting from changing nutri-
tional, ecological, and stress-related aspects of modern life on human health.

w A place where unbiased practitioners pursue their goals without dominance from any one 
school of medical thought.

AAIM Leadership
On November 26, 2008, AAIM named Dr. Zhaoming Chen, a 
physician from Saint Agnes Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland, as the 
chair of the Executive Advisory Board and chief spokesperson for 
the organization. Dr. Chen was selected because of his knowledge in 
neurology and complementary alternative medicine (CAM) and be-
cause of his unique ability to connect Eastern and Western medicine 
in both realms of the medical field. In these roles, Dr. Chen is re-
sponsible for maintaining the integrity of the organization while also 
assisting in the development of the national conference, developing 

and maintaining existing and new credentialing programs and online courses, and participat-
ing in continuing education activities.
	 “Dr. Chen is a qualified individual who exemplifies the professionalism so deeply valued 
in the AAIM organization,” said Dr. O’Block, founder of AAIM. “Dr. Chen’s extensive experi-
ence in both Western and complementary medicine offers him a unique perspective on health 
care in the United States. The American Association of Integrative Medicine is honored to 
have him as both the chair and chief spokesperson of our organization.”
	 Dr. Chen received his medical degree from Shanghai JiaoTong University College of 
Medicine and his doctorate in neuroscience from Drexel University College of Medicine. 
He completed his neurology residency at Georgetown University Hospital and held three 
fellowships that include a neuroscience fellowship at Thomas Jefferson University, Senior 
Neuroscience Fellowship at the University of Pennsylvania, and a Clinical Neurophysiology 
Fellowship at Georgetown University Hospital. Additionally, Dr. Chen received two acu-
puncture certificates, one from Harvard University and the other from Shanghai University 

Dr. Zhaoming Chen
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“Membership in AAIM provides an avenue for all members to help define the goals and future direction of 
integrative medicine. I strongly encourage any clinician with an interest in integrative approaches to health 
care to join AAIM.”

—Cathy L. Bartels, PharmD, FAAIM

of Traditional Chinese Medicine. Dr. Chen is a resident of Rockville, Maryland, and has been 
practicing Tai Chi and Qi gong for decades. He is part of Saint Agnes Integrative Neurology 
Specialists.

Designations
The AAIM’s members have the opportunity to earn prestigious credentials that demonstrate 
their commitment to the field of integrative medicine. 
	 The AAIM’s Diplomate designation is a credential that all integrative medicine profession-
als should strive to attain. It is based on measurable skills, knowledge, experience, education, 
and training. When members become a Diplomate of the American Association of Integrative 
Medicine, they choose to be affiliated with one of the organization’s specialized colleges.

College of Conventional Medicine
Originated from Egyptian and Greek medicine, developed by the breakthrough of science and 
technology. Conventional medicine has become the mainstream medical care practiced in the 
United States and most other countries around the world. It consists of allopathic medicine 
and osteopathic medicine in the United States.

College of Biologically Based Practices 
Biologically based practices in CAM use substances found in nature, such as herbs, foods, and 
vitamins. Some examples include dietary supplements, herbal products, and the use of other 
so-called natural but as yet scientifically unproven therapies (for example, using shark cartilage 
to treat cancer).

College of Energy Medicine 
Energy therapies involve the use of energy fields. They are of two types:
	 Biofield therapies are intended to affect energy fields that purportedly surround and 
penetrate the human body. The existence of such fields has not yet been scientifically proven. 
Some forms of energy therapy manipulate biofields by applying pressure and/or manipulat-
ing the body by placing the hands in or through these fields. Examples include Qi gong - A 
component of traditional Chinese medicine that combines movement, meditation, and con-
trolled breathing. The intent is to improve blood flow and the flow of Qi. Reiki - A therapy in 
which practitioners seek to transmit a universal energy to a person, either from a distance or by 
placing their hands on or near that person. The intent is to heal the spirit and thus the body.  
Therapeutic Touch - A therapy in which practitioners pass their hands over another person’s 
body with the intent to use their own perceived healing energy to identify energy imbalances 
and promote health.
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“The American Association of Integrative Medicine could very easily be one of the keys used to unlock doors 
of prejudice that have hampered the process of healing for too long. When genius and common sense mélange 
with fact and experience, the healing process is enriched.”

—Bishop William H. Corley, FAAIM

	 Bioelectromagnetic-based therapies involve the unconventional use of electromagnetic 
fields, such as pulsed fields, magnetic fields, or alternating-current or direct-current fields.

College of Manipulative and Body-Based Practices 
Manipulative and body-based practices in CAM are based on manipulation, the application of 
controlled force to a joint, moving it beyond the normal range of motion in an effort to aid in 
restoring health. Manipulation may be performed as a part of other therapies or whole medical 
systems, including chiropractic medicine, 	massage, naturopathy, and movement of one or 
more parts of the body. Some examples include chiropractic or osteopathic manipulation, a 
type of manipulation practiced by osteopathic physicians. It is combined with physical therapy 
and instruction in proper posture, and massage, pressing, rubbing, and moving muscles and 
other soft tissues of the body, primarily by using the hands and fingers. The aim is to increase 
the flow of blood and oxygen to the massaged area.

College of Mind-Body Medicine 
Mind-body medicine uses a variety of techniques designed to enhance the mind’s capacity to 
affect bodily function and symptoms. Some techniques that were considered CAM in the past 
have become mainstream (for example, patient support groups and cognitive-behavioral thera-
py). Other mind-body techniques are still considered CAM, including meditation, a conscious 
mental process using certain techniques—such as focusing attention or maintaining a specific 
posture—to suspend the stream of thoughts and relax the body and mind, prayer, mental heal-
ing, and therapies that use creative outlets such as art, music, or dance.

College of Whole Medical Systems  
Whole medical systems are built upon complete systems of theory and practice. Often, these 
systems have evolved apart from and earlier than the conventional medical approach used in the 
United States. Examples of whole medical systems that have developed in Western cultures in-
clude homeopathic medicine, a whole medical system that originated in Europe. Homeopathy 
seeks to stimulate the body’s ability to heal itself by giving very small doses of highly diluted sub-
stances that in larger doses would produce illness or symptoms (an approach called “like cures 
like”), and naturopathic medicine, another whole medical system that originated in Europe. 
	 Naturopathy aims to support the body’s ability to heal itself through the use of dietary and 
lifestyle changes together with CAM therapies such as herbs, massage, and joint manipulation. 
Examples of systems that have developed in non-Western cultures include traditional Chinese 
medicine, a whole medical system that originated in China. It is based on the concept that 
disease results from disruption in 	the flow of Qi and imbalance in the forces of yin and yang. 
Practices such as herbs, meditation, massage, and acupuncture seek to aid healing by restoring 
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“The tide of current medical literature swells with research demonstrating the clinical efficacy of integrative 
medicine protocols. Unless you want to be left in its wake, membership in AAIM assures you of an authentic 
and legitimate association of respected professionals endeavoring to discover the healing strategies of tomor-
row for use with their patients today.”

—Steven M. Rosman, LAc, PhD, MS, FAAIM

the yin-yang balance and the flow of Qi. Another non-Western approach is Ayurveda, a whole 
medical system that originated in India. It aims to integrate the body, mind, and spirit to pre-
vent and treat disease. Therapies used include herbs, massage, and yoga.
	 This college structure incorporates the integrative concept that AAIM is striving to achieve. 
These six colleges each have many programs listed under them, but there is no need for each 
educational program to be listed under a different college. This concept stimulates collegiality 
and integrates our sixteen colleges into a more logical group. 
	 This college structure follows the guidelines of the six types of complementary and alterna-
tive medicine defined by the National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine 
(NCCAM). It is an international standard that is followed by integrative medicine organiza-
tions all over the world. 
	 If there is ever a new type of complementary or alternative medicine that does not fit into 
one of these colleges, AAIM is open to creating a new one in the future. 

Credentials
In January 2009, the American Association of Integrative Medicine began offering members 
the opportunity to obtain professional credentials. These credentials were designed to provide 
holistic, natural, and complementary and alternative health professionals an additional desig-
nation that helps to validate the credibility of their practice of integrative health care to the 
public and other medical professionals.
	 “Today, there are millions of medical practitioners who are embracing both tradition-
al and alternative medicine in response to increasing consumer demand,” Dr. Chen said. 
“However, it has become more difficult for individuals to choose, and for practitioners to 
stand out from, other providers. These certifications ensure quality in the industry by offer-
ing a high standard.” 
	
The AAIM Board Certified in Integrative Medicine, BCIM® is available to licensed in-
tegrative medicine professionals, including physicians, nurses, therapists, veterinarians, and 
dentists. They must have a bachelor’s degree or higher from an accredited college or university, 
a current license from at least one state, and a minimum of three years of experience in a role 
related to integrative medicine. 
	
The AAIM Board Certifed in Integrative Health, BCIHSM is available to health practitio-
ners, such as naturopaths, homeopaths, nutritionists, massage therapists, reflexologists, Reiki 
practitioners, herbalists, and practitioners of other CAM modalities. At minimum, these pro-
fessionals must have a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university and at least 
three years of experience in a role related to integrative medicine.  




